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2 ABOUT DORAL ACADEMY OF NEVADA 

Doral Academy of Nevada is a highly rated system of state public charter schools in southern Nevada.  Doral Academy 

opened in the 2013-2014 school year as a single campus serving K-8th grade students.  Since its inception, Doral 

Academy of Nevada has grown to five campuses and now serves K-12th grade students with a system-wide enrollment of 

6,271 students.  The Doral Academy of Nevada system of schools offer rigorous academics and differentiated instruction 

designed to meet the needs of all learners.  Additionally, Doral Academy of Nevada schools incorporate Arts Integration 

practices into classroom lessons while offering a wide variety of specials and electives to educate the whole child.  The 

Doral Academy High School offers dual high school/college enrollment, Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs, 

advanced placement courses, music and voice performance programs, and award-winning performing and visual arts 

programs. 

2.1 SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
Doral Academy of Nevada campuses share the same mission: 

 Ancient legend says that dragons embody perseverance, intelligence, and boldness – flying with freedom to forge 

their own destiny.  Doral Academy of Nevada fosters a creative community of learners who, much like dragons, soar with 

determination, knowledge, and courage to achieve excellence.  We unite to surround our Doral Dragons with unwavering 

support and encouragement as they navigate the present and ascend into the future. 

2.2 SCHOOL VISION STATEMENT 
Doral Academy of Nevada campuses share the same vision: 

 At Doral Academy of Nevada, we envision a dynamic student-centered community.  We foster ownership of goals 

and achievement, employing rigorous, engaging curriculum, and arts integration strategies that infuse visual, 

performing, and digital arts.  We commit to developing cooperative, creative problem solvers who lead with a growth 

mindset into the future. 

2.3 SCHOOL WEBSITE AND SCHOOL PERFORMANCE PLAN 
For additional information about Doral Academy of Nevada, please refer to the websites at: 

 Doral Cactus:  https://www.doralcactus.org/ 
 Doral Fire Mesa:  https://www.doralfiremesa.org/ 
 Doral Red Rock ES:  https://www.doralredrockes.org/ 
 Doral Red Rock MS/HS:  https://www.doralredrockmshs.org/ 
 Doral Saddle:  https://www.doralsaddle.org/ 
 Doral W. Pebble:  https://www.doralpebble.org/ 
 
You may also wish to review the School Performance Plans at: 

 Doral Cactus:  https://www.doralcactus.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=516580&type=d 
 Doral Fire Mesa:  https://www.doralfiremesa.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=521017&type=d 
 Doral Red Rock ES:  https://www.doralredrockes.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=517112&type=d 

Doral Red Rock MS/HS: https://www.doralredrockmshs.org/apps/pages/?type=d&uREC_ID=521005&pREC_ID=999442# 
 Doral Saddle:  https://www.doralsaddle.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=516396&type=d 
 Doral W. Pebble:  https://www.doralpebble.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=516811&type=d 

https://www.doralcactus.org/
https://www.doralfiremesa.org/
https://www.doralredrockes.org/
https://www.doralredrockmshs.org/
https://www.doralsaddle.org/
https://www.doralpebble.org/
https://www.doralcactus.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=516580&type=d
https://www.doralfiremesa.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=521017&type=d
https://www.doralredrockes.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=517112&type=d
https://www.doralredrockmshs.org/apps/pages/?type=d&uREC_ID=521005&pREC_ID=999442%23
https://www.doralsaddle.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=516396&type=d
https://www.doralpebble.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=516811&type=d
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3 INTRODUCTION 

This manual serves as a reference for Doral Academy of Nevada regarding the topic of McKinney-Vento. 

3.1 PURPOSE 
The purpose of the McKinney-Vento Policy and Plan is to define procedures and specify program elements ensure equal 

participation in all education programs for homeless youth. An effective policy, plan, and program, ensures that all 

students have been provided with the necessary support and have been given the opportunity meet all requirements for 

high school graduation.  

3.2 LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
Subtitle VI-B of The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act authorizes the federal Education for Homeless Children 
and Youth (EHCY) Program and is the primary piece of federal legislation related to the education of children and youth 
experiencing homelessness. It was reauthorized in December 2015 by Title IX, Part A, of Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA).  
 
Programs must be in compliance with Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) Chapter 385 and NRS Chapter 388 and the 
components that govern public schools. Additionally, Nevada’s Senate Bill (SB) 147 (2019) resulted in additional 
provisions for homeless, unaccompanied, and foster care pupils that are codified in NRS388.205, NRS388A.489, and 
NRS389.320. 
 

3.3 BOARD APPROVAL 

3.3.1 Board Approval 

Each SPCSA school is required to have the McKinney-Vento/Homeless Policy and Plan approved by their school board.   

This manual was approved on: October 19, 2023. 

3.3.2 Stakeholders 

The following stakeholders participated in the review and approval process of this plan:  

• Erin Bedich: Data & Program Coordinator 

• Rodney Saunders:  Executive Director 

• Hillary Chambers:  Counselor, Doral Academy Cactus 

• Taryn Bagley:  Counselor, Doral Academy Fire Mesa 

• Kira Nielsen: Counselor, Doral Academy Fire Mesa 

• Robin Emery:  Counselor, Doral Academy Red Rock ES 

• Loren Guinn: Counselor, Doral Academy Red Rock MS 

• Shaunna Bryan:  Counselor, Doral Academy Red Rock HS 

• Vanya Georgieva-Matev:  Counselor, Doral Academy Saddle 

• Maria Balint:  Counselor, Doral Academy W. Pebble 

3.4 DESCRIPTION  
This manual contains information regarding: 

• Definitions relevant to McKinney-Vento and homeless youth 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-114publ95/pdf/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-114publ95/pdf/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-385.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-388.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB147_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-388.html#NRS388Sec205
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-388A.html#NRS388ASec489
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-389.html#NRS389Sec320
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• The rights of children and homeless youth. 

• Dissemination of information regarding educational rights for homeless youth. 

• Identification of homeless youth. 

• School selection.  

• Transportation.  

• Disputes.  

• Services provided.  

• Free meals. 

• Training. 

• Coordination. 

• Preschool. 

• Full or partial credit requirements. 

3.5 DEFINITIONS AND ACRONYMS 
Throughout this manual you will encounter a variety of terms that are relevant to this process.  Additionally, some items 
may be referred to using acronyms. Please review the following items to familiarize yourself with the terminology and 
acronyms used throughout this manual.   

• Child find:  
o In general All children with disabilities residing in the State, including children with disabilities who are 

homeless children or are wards of the State and children with disabilities attending private schools, 
regardless of the severity of their disabilities, and who are in need of special education and related 
services, are identified, located, and evaluated and a practical method is developed and implemented to 
determine which children with disabilities are currently receiving needed special education and related 
services. 

• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): 
o is the federal K-12 education law of the United States. ESSA was signed into law in 2015 and replaced 

the previous education law called “No Child Left Behind.” It is a reauthorization of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965. 

• Homeless children and youths:  
o Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (per Title IX, Part A of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act) defines homeless as follows: 
o The term "homeless children and youths"-- 

(A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence (within the 
meaning of section 103(a)(1)); and 

(B) includes-- 
(i) children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of 

housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer 
parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are 
living in emergency or transitional shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals;* 

(ii) children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private 
place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for 
human beings (within the meaning of section 103(a)(2)(C));  

(iii) children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and  

(iv) migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this 
subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through 
(iii). 
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o *Per Title IX, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act, "awaiting foster care placement" was removed 
from the definition of homeless on December 10, 2016; the only exception to his removal is that 
"covered states" have until December 10, 2017 to remove "awaiting foster care placement" from their 
definition of homeless. 

• Infinite Campus (IC):  
o Infinite Campus is the Student Information System (SIS) used by all public schools in Nevada.  

• McKinney – Vento:   
o The McKinney–Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 1987 is a United States federal law that provides 

federal money for homeless shelter programs. It was the first significant federal legislative response to 
homelessness and was passed by the 100th United States Congress and signed into law by President 
Ronald Reagan on July 22, 1987.  The act has been reauthorized several times over the years, and now 
includes educational components. To read more about the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 
please view the materials from the National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) at 
https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/.   

• National Center for Homeless Youth (NCHE):  
o NCHE operates the U.S. Department of Education's technical assistance and information center for the 

federal Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Program. 

• Nevada Department of Education (NDE):  
o The Nevada Department of Education or NDOE, autonomous of the governor and the Nevada State 

Legislature, administers primary and secondary public education in the state of Nevada.  

• Nevada Revised Statute (NRS):  
o The Nevada Revised Statutes are all the current codified laws of the State of Nevada. Nevada law 

consists of the Constitution of Nevada and Nevada Revised Statutes.  

• School of Origin: 
o (i) IN GENERAL.-The term school of origin means the school that a child or youth attended when 

permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool. 
(ii) RECEIVING SCHOOL.-When the child or youth completes the final grade level served by the school of 
origin, as described in clause (i), the term 'school of origin' shall include the designated receiving school 
at the next grade level for all feeder schools. 

• State Public Charter School Authority (SPCSA):  

o The State Public Charter School Authority (SPCSA) authorizes public charter schools across Nevada and is 

responsible for the oversight and monitoring of those schools to ensure positive academic outcomes for 

students and strong stewardship of public dollars.  

• Unaccompanied Youth:  

o The McKinney-Vento Act defines unaccompanied youth as “a homeless child or youth not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian” [42 USC § 11434a(6)]. Taking a closer look at the definition, two 
conditions must be present for a child or youth to be considered an unaccompanied youth under the 
McKinney-Vento Act: 

(A) 1. The child’s or youth’s living arrangement meets the Act’s definition of homeless, and 
(B) 2. The child or youth is not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 

o To read more about unaccompanied youth, please view the materials from the National Center for 
Homeless Education at https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/youth.pdf  

• US Department of Education (USED):  
o The U.S. Department of Education is the agency of the federal government that establishes policy for, 

administers, and coordinates most federal assistance to education.  

4 RIGHTS OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

According to the NCHE whitepaper titled The Educational Rights of Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness, in 

order to remove educational barriers for homeless children and youths, the McKinney-Vento Act mandates: 

https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/youth.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/service_providers.pdf
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• immediate school enrollment and full participation in all school activities for eligible children, even when records 

normally required for enrollment are not available [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(C)]; 

• the right of children and youths experiencing homelessness, including young homeless children attending public 

preschools, to remain in their school of origin (the school the student attended when permanently housed or 

the school in which the student was last enrolled), when in the child’s or youth’s best interest to do so [42 U.S.C. 

§ 11432(g)(3)(A), 42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(B) and 42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(I) (i)]; 

• transportation to and from the school of origin at the request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an 

unaccompanied youth, the local liaison)[42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)( J)(iii)]; 

• provision of services comparable to services offered to other students in the school, including Title I services or 

similar State or local programs, educational programs for children with disabilities, and educational programs for 

English learners; career and technical education; programs for gifted and talented students; and school nutrition 

programs [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g) (4)]; 

• that homeless students have access to and receive educational services for which they are eligible, including 

services through Head Start programs, early intervention services under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act, and other preschool programs administered by the local educational agency [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g) 

(6)(iii)]; 

• removal of barriers to accessing academic and extracurricular activities, including magnet school, summer 

school, career and technical education, advanced placement, online learning, and charter school programs for 

homeless students who meet relevant eligibility criteria [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(F)(iii)]; 

• rights and protections specifically for unaccompanied youth (youth who are not in the physical custody of a 

parent or guardian) who are experiencing homelessness, including allowing them to be immediately enrolled 

without proof of guardianship [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(H) (iv)]; 

• the right of parents, guardians, or unaccompanied youth to dispute an eligibility, school selection, or enrollment 

decision, and for a child or youth to be admitted to the school in which enrollment is sought, pending the 

resolution of the dispute [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g) (3)(E)]; and 

• the appointment of a local homeless liaison in every school district or local education agency (LEA) to ensure 

that homeless children and youth are enrolled in and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in school [42 

U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)( J)(ii) and2 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6) (A)]. 

5 DISSEMINATION OF EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS INFORMATION  

The McKinney-Vento/Homeless Policy and Plan should be posted to the Doral Academy of Nevada website for the 

school community to view.  In addition, the school will have written materials in English and other languages spoken at 

the school that advise the school community of the rights of homeless youth.  Written materials include but are not 

limited to: 

• Posters and Flyers 

o Educational Rights Poster (Youth) from NCHE:  

▪ English 

▪ Spanish 

o Educational Rights Poster (Parent) from NCHE: 

▪ English 

▪ Spanish 

o Higher Education Poster from NCHE 

▪ English 

▪ Spanish 

o Support for Students Whose Families Have Lost Their Homes to Foreclosure poster from NCHE: 

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/youthposter_eng_color.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/youthposter_sp_color.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/parentposter_eng_color.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/parentposter_sp_color.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/he_poster.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/he_poster_span.pdf
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▪ English 

• Brochures 

o NCHE Brochure: 

▪ English 

▪ Spanish 

o Support for Students Whose Families Have Lost Their Homes to Foreclosure brochure from NCHE: 

▪ English 

▪ Spanish 

• Booklets 

o Parent booklet from NCHE: 

▪ English 

▪ Spanish 

• Email communication to the school community 

• Information posted on the school website 

The school will retain copies of all distributed materials as evidence for monitoring conducted by SPCSA and NDE, 

including materials that are printed from other sources such as NCHE.  

6 IDENTIFICATION 

To determine a student's McKinney-Vento eligibility, schools must determine whether a student's living arrangement 

meets the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless.  In general, parents/guardians or unaccompanied youth should 

complete a Student Housing Questionnaire (SHQ), which may be an electronic or a paper form. 

6.1 SELF-IDENTIFICATION 

6.1.1 Online Registration 

Upon registration, students may be identified as homeless through the online registration process in Infinite Campus 

which asks a questionnaire regarding housing status.  Once identified as homeless, the student records should be 

updated appropriately in Infinite Campus to document the status of the student as homeless.   

6.1.2  Other Identification Methods 

Students may experience homelessness at any time throughout the school year. While a student may not necessarily be 

homeless at the time of online registration, they may become homeless at another point during the school year.  Or, 

during registration the parent/guardian/unaccompanied youth may have not selected the option during online 

registration.  

If a parent/guardian/student notifies the school at any time that the student is potentially experiencing homelessness, 

students should complete a Student Housing Questionnaire to determine eligibility.  Once determined eligible per the 

McKinney-Vento definition of homeless, the student records should be updated appropriately in Infinite Campus to 

document the status of the student as homeless.   

6.2 STAFF IDENTIFICATION 
School staff may also be particularly helpful in identifying homeless students.  This can be via trusting relationships with 

a staff member, symptoms of homelessness noticed, by reviewing enrollment documents, and reviewing attendance 

records.  If any school staff member has reason to believe that a student may be experiencing homelessness, they 

should reach out to the school McKinney-Vento Liaison so that the McKinney-Vento Liaison may reach out to the 

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_post.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NCHE-Brochure-ENG.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NCHE-Brochure-SPA.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_broch.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_broch_esp.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Parent-Booklet-Eng.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Parent-Booklet-Span.pdf
https://spcsa.instructure.com/courses/42/files/2312?module_item_id=2142
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parent/guardian/unaccompanied youth to complete a Student Housing Questionnaire to determine eligibility. Once 

determined eligible per the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless, the student records should be updated 

appropriately in Infinite Campus to document the status of the student as homeless.   

6.3 RECORDING HOMELESS STATUS IN INFINITE CAMPUS 
Homeless status will be recorded in Infinite Campus by the campus registrar. 

Homeless students must be correctly entered in Infinite Campus for a variety of purposes including grant eligibility and 

desktop monitoring.  SPCSA must be able to accurately obtain data regarding the numbers of homeless students for 

reporting to NDE via Infinite Campus.  Please use the instructions below to accurately identify homeless students in 

Infinite Campus.  

1. In the Campus Tools menu on the “Index” tab, choose “Student Information” then click “Program Participation”, 

then choose “Homeless” from the index that appears.  

2. Locate the student using the search tab.  

3. Once you have pressed “Go” on the screen shown, press “New” to enter the information for the homeless 

student. You must enter: 

• “Primary Night Time Residence”  

• “Start Date” 

• “End Date” should be entered as 07/31/YYYY where the year is the end of the current school year, as the 

status should continue through summer school, but end prior to the start of the new school year.  If the 

student exits homeless status prior to the end of the school year, you may update the end date when 

notified. 

• If the student is an “Unaccompanied Youth” the option should be selected. 

• Be sure to save once you have entered the information. 

4. Return to the “Index” tab and select “General”. It will display the student “Summary” tab. Click the “Flags” tab.  

5. On the “Flags” tab, press the “New” button to add the Homeless Flag for the student.  You should enter a “Start 

Date” and “End Date”. 

7 SCHOOL SELECTION 

All public schools including charter schools must accept homeless students. Per page 17 of the Homeless Tool Kit for 

School Staff provided by NDE:  

7.1 IMMEDIATE ENROLLMENT 
A school must immediately enroll a homeless student, even if the student does not have documents normally required 

for enrollment, such as academic and medical/immunization records or proof of residency. Once enrolled, the Homeless 

Education Liaison of the school must help the parent/guardian/unaccompanied youth obtain the necessary records 

and/or immunizations, and work with the parent/guardian/unaccompanied youth to determine appropriate placement 

in classes if records are not immediately available. 

7.2 THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE WHAT SCHOOL TO ATTEND 
Students have the right to continue attending their “school of origin”. The “school of origin” is the school where the 

child or youth was last enrolled or the school the child or youth was attending when they became homeless. The school 

district shall keep a student in the “school of origin” unless it goes against the wishes of the parent. The student also has 

the option of enrolling in school where he is currently living. 

https://spcsa.instructure.com/courses/42/files/2312?module_item_id=2142
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
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If the school district sends a student to a school other than the school of origin or a school requested by the parent, the 

district must provide the parent with a written explanation of the decision, which includes the right to appeal the 

decision to the NDE Homeless Liaison. 

If a student obtains permanent housing during the school year, the student has the right to stay in their current school 

until the end of the school year. 

All placement decisions must be made based on what is in the best interest of the student. 

8 TRANSPORTATION 

The transportation process in Nevada is specified by NDE on page 18 of the Homeless Tool Kit for School Staff. Charter 

schools are public schools which must follow the same processes.  The following transportation process should be 

followed by all charter schools: 

The parent or guardian (or, in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the school homeless liaison) of a homeless student 

may request that transportation be provided to and from school.  

If the student is still in the same district as the school of origin, the school district must provide transportation.  

If the student is not living within the district of the school of origin, the district of origin and the district where the 

student is living must determine how to share transportation costs and responsibility.  

If the districts cannot come to an agreement, then the responsibility and costs must be shared equally. In general, 

transportation time should be limited to one hour or less in each direction.  

Please note, the transportation provisions of McKinney-Vento only apply to students who are currently homeless. If a 

student obtains permanent housing and continues to attend his/her school of origin until the end of the school year, the 

continued provision of transportation is at the discretion of the district of origin.  

Remember: The school district must make decisions based on the best interests of the student. 

9 DISPUTES 

The dispute resolution process in Nevada is specified by NDE on page 19 of the Homeless Tool Kit for School Staff. 

Charter schools are public schools which must follow the same processes.  The following dispute resolution process 

should be followed by charter schools: 

If a charter school challenges the right of a homeless student to attend the school, the charter school must continue to 

provide transportation and other services to the student until the dispute is resolved.  

The dispute resolution process begins when the charter school challenges the student’s enrollment/continued 

enrollment in school. The same day the charter school challenges the enrollment of the student, the district must notify 

the Homeless Liaison and the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth in writing. This notice must include the right of 

the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth to appeal the decision. The charter school must also notify the NDE 

Homeless Liaison/Coordinator the same day and provide them with copies of all notices provided to the parent/guardian 

or unaccompanied youth.  

The NDE Liaison must then provide the parent/youth with a clear, easy-to-understand, written explanation of dispute 

resolution process and include the contact information for the NDE Homeless Liaison.  

https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
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The school district then has two working days to determine whether it will continue to challenge the right of the student 

to be enrolled in school. During this time, NDE may provide technical assistance to the school on the requirements of 

McKinney-Vento.  

The final decision by the charter school must be made in writing by the Superintendent (or Executive Director, or 

equivalent at the charter school) and must state all factual reasons and the legal basis for the decision. If the final 

decision of the charter school is adverse to the student, the charter school must provide the NDE homeless liaison (NDE 

then notifies the parent) with a copy of the Rights of Homeless Students under the McKinney-Vento Act the written 

decision that same day. The parent/youth then has the right to appeal the decision to NDE.  

Once NDE has received the appeal, the NDE Homeless Liaison has two working days to make a decision. The decision 

made by NDE Homeless Liaison is final. 

10 SERVICES 

Homeless students have the same rights as all other students to participate in special education programs, after school 

programs, and any other programs available at the school. 

10.1 HOMELESS EDUCATION LIAISON 
Every school is required to have a Homeless Education Liaison (often referred to as the McKinney-Vento Liaison). It is the 

job of the Liaison to ensure that homeless students have the same opportunities as all other students, which includes 

ensuring that homeless students are able to attend school, arranging for transportation in a timely manner, keeping the 

school staff informed of the rights of homeless students and providing appropriate referrals to service providers. 

The homeless liaison at our school is:  

Doral Academy of Nevada, Cactus 

Hillary Chambers 

hillary.chambers@doralacademynv.org 

702-960-7500 

 

Doral Academy of Nevada, Fire Mesa 

Taryn Bagley 

taryn.bagley@doralacademynv.org 

702-901-4950 

 

Doral Academy of Nevada, Fire Mesa 

Kira Nielsen 

kira.nielsen@doralacademynv.org 

702-901-4950 

 

Doral Academy of Nevada, Red Rock ES 

Robin Emery 

robin.emery@doralacademynv.org 

702-776-8530 

 

Doral Academy of Nevada, Red Rock MS 

Loren Guinn 

mailto:hillary.chambers@doralacademynv.org
mailto:taryn.bagley@doralacademynv.org
mailto:kira.nielsen@doralacademynv.org
mailto:robin.emery@doralacademynv.org
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loren.guinn@doralacademynv.org 

702-776-8740 

 

Doral Academy of Nevada, Red Rock HS 

Shaunna Bryan 

shaunna.bryan@doralacademynv.org 

702-776-8740 

 

Doral Academy of Nevada, Saddle 

Vanya Georgieva-Matev 

vanya.GMatev@doralacademynv.org 

702-776-6491 

 

Doral Academy of Nevada, W. Pebble 

Maria Balint 

maria.balint@doralacademynv.org 

702-916-4320 

 

 

10.2 SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Homeless students who qualify for special education services must be provided appropriate services based on the 

information that is available to the school. A school may not delay providing such services based on the non-receipt of 

school records. Homeless children are also included under child find requirements in the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(3). 

10.3 AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
Dragons Den and Champions, before and after school programming, will have fees covered for any student who 

qualifies. 

10.4 ADDITIONAL SUPPORTS 
Additional supports offered at Doral Academy of Nevada campuses may include but are not limited to:  

• Sports Uniforms 

• Sports Fees 

• Elective Fees 

• Assessment Fees 

• CTE Fees 

• Dual Enrollment Fees 

 

11 FREE MEALS 

Homeless students have the same rights as all other students to participate in school nutrition programs. The process for 

identifying eligibility for free or reduced price meals in Nevada is specified by NDE on page 18 of the Homeless Tool Kit 

mailto:loren.guinn@doralacademynv.org
mailto:shaunna.bryan@doralacademynv.org
mailto:vanya.GMatev@doralacademynv.org
mailto:maria.balint@doralacademynv.org
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
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for School Staff. Charter schools are public schools which must follow the same processes.  The following processes for 

determining free meal eligibility should be followed by all charter schools:  

In order to determine the eligibility for free or reduced price meals, school officials must accept documentation that the 

student is homeless from the local Homeless Education Liaison or the director of the homeless shelter where the 

student resides. If a student is temporarily residing with another household, the household size and income of the host 

family are not taken into consideration when determining the free meal eligibility for the homeless student. However, 

the host family may include the homeless family as household members if the host family is providing financial support 

to the family. 

Additionally, according to page 3 of the NCHE whitepaper titled “Access to Food for Students Experiencing 

Homelessness” the following must occur after eligibility is determined: 

Once the above documentation has been provided to the school nutrition program, the student must be directly 

certified. School meals personnel do not have discretion to decline directly certifying children who have been 

documented to be categorically eligible. If a school administrator knows that a child is homeless but is concerned that 

there may be a delay in obtaining documentation from the local liaison, the administrator may complete an application 

on behalf of the child so the child can begin receiving free meals immediately. The administrator must then follow up 

with the local liaison to obtain the needed documentation.  

Once a child is certified as eligible to receive free school meals, eligibility remains in effect for the duration of the current 

school year and for up to 30 days after the first operating day of the subsequent school year or until a new eligibility 

determination is made in the new school year, whichever comes first. 

12 TRAINING 

Training will be provided for the McKinney-Vento Liaison and for other school staff.   

12.1 MCKINNEY-VENTO LIAISON 
All Doral Academy of Nevada McKinney-Vento Liaisons receive yearly training.  They can attend webinars, conferences, 

and training offered by SPCSA, NDE, and Academica NV.  

Upon completion of all training, records will be retained documenting that the McKinney-Vento liaison has attended 

training annually as NDE may request these records for desktop monitoring. 

12.2 OTHER SCHOOL STAFF 
Additional school staff including Registrars and School Support Professionals can also attend the annual trainings. 

Upon completion of all training, records will be retained documenting that school staff has attended training annually as 

NDE may request these records for desktop monitoring. 

13 COORDINATION 

13.1 COORDINATION WITH LOCAL SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES 
We coordinate with families, local charities, local service agencies to meet the needs of our homeless student 

population. 

https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Access-to-Food.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Access-to-Food.pdf
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13.2 RECORDS SHARING AND TRANSFER 
Records and transfers are not currently shared with other inter-district activities and local educational agencies.  If 

coordination seems relevant and appropriate, the McKinney-Vento liaison will have the parent or guardian of the 

student sign a release for information and share the necessary information. 

14 PRESCHOOL 

According to page 4 of the NCHE whitepaper titled Early Care and Education for Young Children Experiencing 

Homelessness: 

The McKinney-Vento Act requires early care and education programs administered by SEAs and LEAs to enroll children 

immediately, even if they lack documents typically required for enrollment, including birth certificates, health records, 

and proof of residency. The Act, however, does not require these programs to exceed legal capacity limits or to enroll 

children once classes are full. 

While our school does not currently offer a preschool program, the nearest preschool program is available at:  

Linda Rankin Givens Elementary School 

655 Park Vista Dr. 

Las Vegas, NV 89135 

702-799-1430 

15 FULL OR PARTIAL CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 

Nevada’s Senate Bill (SB) 147 (2019) resulted in additional provisions for homeless, unaccompanied, and foster care 

pupils that are codified in Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 388.205, NRS388A.489, and NRS389.320. 

Per this legislation, schools may not deny homeless students or unaccompanied youth credit for a course due to 

attendance.  Regardless of the number of hours of classroom instruction, students should still receive credit for the 

coursework that has been satisfactorily completed. Evidence that may be considered in determining how much credit 

should be awarded for the coursework may include:  

(a) Demonstration of competency by a pupil;  

(b) Performance by a pupil on an examination;  

(c) Successful completion of a program of independent study, or any part of such a program, by the pupil;  

(d) Full or partial credit for coursework completed by a pupil at an accredited public or private school located within 

or outside of this State that is sought to be transferred;  

(e) Full or partial credit for coursework completed by a pupil at a summer school conducted by an accredited public 

or private school or institution of higher learning located within or outside of this State that is sought to be 

transferred;  

(f) Completion by a pupil of a correspondence or distance education course provided by a high school which is 

nationally accredited or by an entity which appears on the list published by the Department pursuant to NRS 

388.834;  

(g) Completion of an apprenticeship program by a pupil;  

(h) Completion of a program by a pupil at a trade or vocational school which is accredited;  

(i) Work experience of a pupil;  

(j) Community service performed by a pupil; and  

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Early-Care-and-Education-for-Young-Children-Experiencing-Homelessness.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Early-Care-and-Education-for-Young-Children-Experiencing-Homelessness.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB147_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-388.html#NRS388Sec205
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-388A.html#NRS388ASec489
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-389.html#NRS389Sec320
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(k) Any other evidence or method which is determined to be appropriate by the board of trustees of a school 

district or sponsor of a charter school, as applicable, and approved by the Department. 

Additionally, A pupil who receives partial credit for coursework or a course of study pursuant to subsection 1 or 2 must 

be allowed to appropriately combine the partial credit, including, without limitation, for the purposes of the total 

number of credits required for graduation from high school or the minimum number of units of credit required in a core 

academic subject pursuant to NRS 389.018. 

16 REFERENCES 

Throughout this manual a variety of resources are referenced from NCHE and the NDE Homeless Tool Kit for School 

Staff. 

Additional reference materials have all been linked in within the text of this manual, and will be listed in “Appendix A: 

Links” of this manual.  

17 APPENDIX A: LINKS 

A variety of links have been provided throughout this manual and are listed below in the order that they appear in this 

manual: 

• Subtitle VI-B of The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 

o https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=p

relim  

• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

o https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-114publ95/pdf/PLAW-114publ95.pdf  

• NRS Chapter 385 

o https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-385.html  

• NRS Chapter 388 

o https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-388.html  

• Nevada SB147 (2019) 

o https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB147_EN.pdf  

• NRS 388.205 

o https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-388.html#NRS388Sec205  

• NRS 388A.489 

o https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-388A.html#NRS388ASec489  

• NRS 389.320 

o https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-389.html#NRS389Sec320  

• Definition of McKinney-Vento from NCHE 

o https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/  

• Information regarding unaccompanied youth from NCHE 

o https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/youth.pdf  

• NCHE Whitepaper: The Educational Rights of Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness 

o https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/service_providers.pdf  

• Educational Rights Poster (Youth) from NCHE 

o English: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/youthposter_eng_color.pdf  

o Spanish: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/youthposter_sp_color.pdf  

https://nche.ed.gov/
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-114publ95/pdf/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-385.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-388.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB147_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-388.html#NRS388Sec205
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-388A.html#NRS388ASec489
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-389.html#NRS389Sec320
https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/youth.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/service_providers.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/youthposter_eng_color.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/youthposter_sp_color.pdf
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• Educational Rights Poster (Parent) from NCHE 

o English: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/parentposter_eng_color.pdf  

o Spanish: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/parentposter_sp_color.pdf  

• Higher Education Poster from NCHE 

o English: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/he_poster.pdf  

o Spanish: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/he_poster_span.pdf  

• Support for Students Whose Families Have Lost Their Homes to Foreclosure poster from NCHE 

o English: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_post.pdf  

• NCHE Brochure: 

o English: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NCHE-Brochure-ENG.pdf  

o Spanish: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NCHE-Brochure-SPA.pdf  

• Support for Students Whose Families Have Lost Their Homes to Foreclosure brochure from NCHE 

o English: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_broch.pdf  

o Spanish: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_broch_esp.pdf  

• Parent booklet from NCHE 

o English: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Parent-Booklet-Eng.pdf  

o Spanish: https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Parent-Booklet-Span.pdf  

• Student Housing Questionnaire 

o https://spcsa.instructure.com/courses/42/files/2312?module_item_id=2142  

• NDE Homeless Tool Kit for School Staff 

o https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%2

0School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf  

• NCHE Whitepaper – Access to Food for Students Experiencing Homelessness 

o https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Access-to-Food.pdf  

• NCHE Whitepaper – Early Care and Education for Young Children Experiencing Homelessness 

o https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Early-Care-and-Education-for-Young-Children-

Experiencing-Homelessness.pdf  

• NCHE 

o https://nche.ed.gov/  

18 APPENDIX B: FORMS 

• Student Housing Questionnaire (SHQ) 

o https://spcsa.instructure.com/courses/42/files/2312?module_item_id=2142  

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/parentposter_eng_color.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/parentposter_sp_color.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/he_poster.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/he_poster_span.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_post.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NCHE-Brochure-ENG.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NCHE-Brochure-SPA.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_broch.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/fc_broch_esp.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Parent-Booklet-Eng.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Parent-Booklet-Span.pdf
https://spcsa.instructure.com/courses/42/files/2312?module_item_id=2142
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Homeless/Homeless%20Tool%20Kit%20for%20School%20Staff%202022%20-2023_April-Draft.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Access-to-Food.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Early-Care-and-Education-for-Young-Children-Experiencing-Homelessness.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Early-Care-and-Education-for-Young-Children-Experiencing-Homelessness.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/
https://spcsa.instructure.com/courses/42/files/2312?module_item_id=2142

